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First Annual Report of the N. Y. Female Union Society for the pro- 
motion of Sabbath Schools. 


In the commencement of this interesting Report, an account is 
given of the’ first Sabbath Schools established in New-York, and 
we presume, of the first in the United States. They are traced as 
far back as the year 1804, when that venerable mother in Israel— 
whose name and whose praise are connected with the formation of 
some of the earliest and most valyable charitable establishments 
which adorn our city—the late Mrs. Isabella Graham, instituted 
two Sabbath Schools for giving religious and catechetical instruc- 
tion to ignorant poor children. So little disposed at that time were 
these heedless youth to reap the benefit of the kind attentions of 
Mrs. Graham, and her unwearied exertions to promote their moral 
and spiritual improvement, that she found it necessary to bribe 
their regular and punctual attendance by pecuniary rewards. One 
of these schools she superintended herself for several years ; and 
it was relinquished only a few months before her decease, in con- 
sequence of a number of the subjects of her care being provided 
for by the catechetical schools which the Evangelical Society had 
then established for affording religious instruction, once a week, to 
indigent children in the suburbs of this city. 

Dr. Pole’s History of Adult Schools, soon after it was published 
in Great Britain, having been sent to this country, was read by 
Mrs. Graham with, great delight; and her benevolent mind al- 
ways alive to the wants of humanity, and ever disposed to do all 
in her power to relieve them, determined immediately to improve 
the information which that history afforded, by making an essay of 
a similar undertaking in the vicinity of her residence. She ac- 
cordingly opened an Adult School at Greenwich on the second 
Sabbath of June, 1814. 

The Report then proceeds as follows : 


She called on families for adults willifg to be instructed, and 
on young people employed at the manufactories, whose time in the 
morning of life is so occupied by manual labour as to leave little 
for the cultivation of their minds. When she had given her scho- 
lars a lesson in the first principles’of reading, Mrs. Graham entered 
upon a course of religious instruction, beginning with the creation 
of the world. After relating to them the commandment given ta 
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our first parents when placed in the garden of Eden, she inquired 
whether any one of them could inform her if Adam kept the com- 
mandment? All were silent: she addressed herself to a woman 
ttpwards of forty years of age; saying, “* Mrs. W. can’t you tell 
me ?”’ Her reply was, ‘“‘ No, I‘never heard of Adam.”’ For three 
successive Sabbaths Mrs. Graham instructed her school. Before 
the fifth Sabbath, she had ceased from her labours, and entered 
into the rest prepared for the people of God. ‘+ Matrons !” says 
her funeral sermon, ‘* has she left her mantle? Are there none 
among you to hear her voice from the tomb, “‘ Go, and do thou 
likewise ?”’ ‘* Maidens! are there none among you, who would 
wish to array yourselves hereafter in the honours of this virtuous 
woman?’ Yes! her mantle has descended, and more than three 
hundred matrons, and maidens, are carrying on the Jast work she 
-was engaged in on earth. 

Mrs. Graham’s example was soon followed by Mrs. V , of 
Somerville, New Jersey, who opened a school there. Two more 
schools were opened in this city,; but as no Society existed for 
their support, the work made but slow progress. 

Early in the year 1815, the Ladies of Philadelphia commenced 
their exertions in Sunday School teaching ; and as they formed 
Societies, they soon outran their sisters in New-York, in this use- 
ful work. Various publications relative to Sunday School Union 
Societies in England, were received from Mr. Stephen Prust of Bris- 
tol in December, 1815. In these, notice was taken of what little 
had been done in America, and warm wishes expressed for our 
perseveratice in the good work. A union of all denominations in 
this city was earnestly desired by the few who were engaged in 
Sunday Schools; and they anxiously looked to the other sex to 
come forward in so arduous an undertaking, wishing only to be 
assistants to them. The time, however, was mow come, and a 
sovereign God often shows himself peculiarly so in his choice of 
instruments. He who could level the walls of Jericho by the 
blowing of trumpets, or discomfit an army by a pitcher and a 
lamp ; He who chose the door keeper of a Methodist Chapel, and 
a poor Weaver, to begin the work in Bristol, and in lreland, was 
pleased to employ the weaker sex to form the first Sabbath Scho 
Union in the United States. | 

A meeting of females of different religions denominations was 
called on the 24th of January, 1816, and on the 31st day of the 
same month, this Society was organized. It was contemplated to 
give instruction to female adults and youth of both sexes; but 
many male adults pleaded fer the same privilege. From all em- 
barrassment attendant on the latter circumstance, this Society was 
soon relieved by the formation of the ‘“* New-York Sunday School 
Union,” by gentlemen of different denominations ; the latter so 
soon followed the former, that the two Societies may be considered 
co-eval. 

At the first quarterly meeting of this Society, reports were re- 
ceived irom sixteen schools, and information of two more about to 
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be opened : at the second, twenty-one schools were reported, and 
at the third quarterly meeting, twenty-three ; at present, the So- 
ciety reckons twenty-five schools to be under their care. 


[Extracts of Reports from 24 schools belonging to the Union, 
give particular accounts of the number of the superintendents, teach- 
ers, and scholars of every description, attached to each; also of 
the progress of the last mentioned in learning, and of the visible 
effects which the moral and religious instruction they have receiv- 
ed has had upon their hearts and their deportment. It appears, 
that during the year between five and six thousand scholars, old and 
young, black and white, have been admitted, of whom, about three 
thousand give a regular attendance, and are instructed by three 
hundred and forty teachers of various religious denominations. 
Five hundred scholars have been brought from the Alphabet to read- 
ing in the Bible. 

Many instances are mentioned of rapid improvement in learning. 
Of these we extract the following :] 


Several little girls, from five and six to nine years of age, who 
began with their letters, are now in the Bible class. 

Elizabeth | , and Betty B , the former aged 10, and the 
latter 9 years, in the course of three months, advanced from the 
first lesson to reading correctly in the Bible. Mary M , from 
her letters, has advanced to the second class in, six sabbaths. A 
coloured adult, who began with the first lesson, mm six sabbaths 
could read a chapter in the New Testament. A white girl, aged 
12 years, from the Alphabet, was promoted to read in the New 
Testament in less than three months. A coloured woman, aged 
76 years, from her letters, in six sabbaths read the seventh lesson. 

A white girl, from spelling one syllable, in three months has at- 
tained to reading, and has committed to memory all Brown’s Ca- 
techism, and most of the Assembly’s, besides her lessons in the 
Spelling Book. 

One class of coloured females committed to memory 57 chap- 
ters in the Bible, all Brown’s, most of the Assembly’s, and the 
Historical Catechism, together with Watts’ Divine Songs. Francis 
B , aged 52, during the last quarter, committed to memory 
349 verses of the-Gospel of Matthew. C.R , aged 12 years, 
has committed 17 chapters in the Bible, 40 Hymns, all the Scrip- 
ture cards, four different Catechisms, and has not been absent once 
during the year. 

Many Ann S$ , in one week, committed the 2d chapter of 
Genesis, the 2d of Matthew, the 23d Psalm, 5 Hymns, and 4 pages 
of Catechism with Scripture proofs. 

C. B ——, about the same age, in the last quarter, has learnt 8 
chapters in the Bible, 12 Hymns, and a portion of Catechism every 
sabbath. E. H , aged 8 years, has attended schoo! omily six 
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months. She began with her letters, and can now read very well. 
She has committed to memory the whole of Brown’s Catechism, 
Watts’ Divine Songs, and the whole of the Cards, from the Ist to 
the 30th, of the 3d Class. In one school above 20 of the scholars 
are in the habit of committing to memory from three to four chap- 
ters in the Bible every week, and five or six hymns. They have 
likewise learned Baldwin’s Catechism, and the Historical Cate- 
chism, with all the Hymns published by the Society, and many 
others. In another school 55 have committed to memory two 
small Catechisms, and the Episcopal Church Catechism; above 
450 Hymns, besides the Creed, Ten Commandments, and _pas- 
sages of Scripture, which all learn who can read. . 


A number of cases are mentioned of scholars and teachers wha 
during the year have made a profession of religion, and have been 
admitted into the communion of their respective churches. Most 
of these appear to be indebted to the Sunday Schools, as the 
means employed by a gracious providence to awaken their atten- 
tion to the value of the immortal soul, and to induce them to seek 
the wisdom which cometh from above, making wise unto salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ. Several instances have already 
been recorded in the Extracts from the Quarterly Reports of this 
Union, as inserted in she 1st and 2nd volume of this publication. 
The following extract¢ from the Annual Report will tend further 
to exhibit the benefits gf this system of instruction in a moral and 
religious point of view. 


“C.G , a poor girl, was taught to read in the first Sabbath 
School opened in this city by the late Mrs. Graham, from whom 
she received a Bible as a reward for her diligence and good con- 
duct. She is now Superintendent of a Sabbath School for colour- 
ed adults, commenced by herself on Long Island, and refers with 
much gratitude to the instructions in Catechism and Scripture Les- 
sons bestowed on her by Mrs. Graham.”’ 

‘¢ In School No. 9, one superintendent, three teachers, three co- 
loured adults, and seventeen children, have been added to the 
church ; the most of whom attribute their first serious impressions 
to the exhortations and lessons given them in the Sabbath School.” 

In the Report of School No. 11, it is stated, that ‘* the coloured 
adults are particularly anxious to be instructed in the truths of the 
Gospel. One of these, a slave, lately made a public profession of 
her faith in that Jesus, whose favour she once thought was too 
great to be obtained by a creature so unworthy as herself. Her 
conduct appears consistent with her profession.” 

In School No. 12, ‘* two pupils, one aged 23, and the other 11, 
have been received into the communion of the Church.” 

In No. 13, “* Mary H—— was asked who was the first man ? 
She replied, ‘I do net know.’—* Why, Mary, have you never read 
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‘your Bible?” ‘ Indeed, Madam, I never saw one.’ She was told 
to call on the Superintendent for a Bible for her mother, with ad- 
vice to read it carefully. The next Sabbath she brought the Bi- 
ble to School. She was asked whether she had read any part of 
it? * Yes,’ replied she, ‘I have read how God made the heavens 
and the earth,’ &c.—With pleasure we notice the restoration of 
one of those who had been excommunicated from the Church. She 
professes thankfulness that she can now read the word of God, 
which we hope will be the rule of her conduct in future.” 

In School No. 21, ** The children generally behave with pro- 
priety during Divine Service, and we have never had occasion to 
dismiss any finally from the School. Some of the pupils appear 
to be under serious impressions, and evince great sensibility and 
attention when addressed on the importance of religion, and the 
value of their immortal souls. Two of the teachers have become 
members of the Church; the others were so before they engaged 
as teachers.” | 

In School No 22, “‘ Eight are professors of religion in the Afri- 
can Church ; three or four, we hope, are in some measure impressed 
with the importance of attending to the great concerns of religion.” 

In No. 23, ‘* Four of the teachers and nine pupils have professed 
religion during the last quarter.” \ 

In No. 24, ** Many instances of individual improvement might 
be mentioned. We would notice an instance of deplorable igno- 
rance in a girl of sixteen years of age. She was asked who was 
the first man ? She replied, that she never knew. She was asked 
who Jesus Christ was ? Her answer was, ‘ I never heard of such a 
person.’ Some further questions were asked, and she said she 
knew of death, and had heard of hell, but not as a place of tor- 
ment ; for she could not understand how any could live in another 
world when shut up in the grave.” 


Finding that many of the children were unable to attend for 
want of suitable clothing, the teachers of School No. 1. exerted 
themselves to form a Society for clothing such as were destitute.— 
Since June they have distributed ninety seven garments. A 
similar Society was also formed by the teachers of the Sunday 
Schools of St. George’s Church. ‘‘ They have met once a week 
during the last season, and have made 250 garments ; 89 of which 
have been given to the gentlemen for their pupils, and 100 have 
been given to the female School, with 40 pairs of shoes and 10 
pairs of stockings.”” The Female clothing Societies of School No. 
7 have given to the male school 87 garments and 30 pairs of 
priser and to the female school 114 garments and 30 pairs of 
shoes.” 

In No. 9 “ a Cent Society was formed in November last, for 
the purpose of clothing and retvarding the scholars. By this so- 
ciety 173 garments and 82 books have been distributed among the 
most deserving.” 

In No. 11 ‘ garments were also provided by the teachers to a 
number of the scholars during the imclemency of the winter.” 
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In the Report of No. 12 they state, “ we feel particularly 
grateful to Mrs. Bowering, by whose exertions a Dorcas Society 
was formed in May last. Since that time, the following number of 
garments have been distributed among the children of five schools : 
To girls, 285 garments, 20 pairs of shoes and 44 bonnets ; to boys, 
250 garments, 7 pairs of shoes, and 22 hats.”’ 

In No. 17, ‘ Phe Fragment Society has distributed 237 female 
garments, 5 dozen pairs stockings, and 50 pairs of shoes. It has 
also furnished the male school with 44 garments.” 

The female charitable association of Christ Church, have col- 
lected for their Sunday School 156 dollars, and 50 yards of differ- 
ent articles of goods, 40 pairs of shoes, and two dozen Leghorn 
hats. By these means they have relieved ten indigent families 
in great distress, and distributed to the scholars 147 pieces of 
raiment. 


The annual Report closes with the following remark : 


** The Society have great cause to be thankful for the harmony 
that has uniformly attended their Union, as well as for the exten- 
sive usefulness which their joint exertions have produced. One 
spirit appears toanimateall. ‘ Behold, how good and how plea- 
sant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! As the dew of 
Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of 
Zion : for there the Lord commanded his blessing, even Jife for 
evermore,” 


—j—— 
THE ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE FEMALE ASSOCIATION, OF THE CITY OF NEW-YORK. 


The number of scholars admitted, during the last year, was two 
hundred and forty-nine ; and one hundred and eight were dis- 
charged. There are, at present, under the care of the Associa- 
tion, five hundred and eight. 

The advantages, peculiar to the Lancasterian plan of tuition, 
from the compendious form of its procedure, have been applied to 
the business of sewing. This branch of female education has 
lately been advantageously taught on this principle in the schools 
of the Association. 

Three other gratifying instances of girls, educated in these 
schools, and prepared for the office of teaching others, have re- 
cently occurred. One of whom, a young woman, well qualified 
for the service, is now on the point of setting out to take the charge 
of a school in the state of Ohio.“ 

The important duty of visiting, and relieving the sick, has not 
been neglected by the Association.—They have devoted consider- 
able attention to it; and it has been the more necessary from the 
extreme suffering which has been experienced by the indigent 
during the late inclement season. 

The pecuniary means of the Association continue to be ample. 
They have received from the State, as the third annual appropria- 
tion under the law, for the support of common schools, the sum ot 
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thirteen hundred and fifty-five dollars and twenty-five cents. And 
they have also received, during the last year, from their regular 
subscribers, four hundred and seventy-five dollars. | 

They have also to report the reception of three hundred dollars, 
from the Executors of the late Thomas Tom. And in recording 
this donation, they wish not only to express their collective grati- 
tude for the liberality of the gift, but also their individual regard 
for the memory of the deceased. 

It appears, by a statement of the Treasurer, that she bas ex- 
pended, on account of the Institution, during the last year, the 
sum of fifteen hundred and eighty-four dollars and five and a half. 


cents. 
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REPORT OF THE WESLEYAN MISSIONS, 
CEYLON. 


The favourable reception of the Missionaries sent to Ceylon ; 
the successes of their early labours ; and their earnest. entreaties 
for additional help, in order to avail themselves of those opportu- 
nities of promoting the cause of Christ, which, in every cirection, 
presented themselves ; had given a new impulse to the Missionary 
Zeal of the Methodist Societies and Congregations. They saw 
that Methodist Missions had a providential designation to the Eas- 
tern as well as tothe Western World; whilst the additional light. 
which was thrown on the wretched condition of the millions of 
Asia, by the communications of the Missionaries, had more deeply 
awakened their sympathies, and kindled more ardent desires to 
make known to, them the grace and salvation of the glorious Gos- 
pel. 


Preaching by Interpreters. 


By adopting the method of preaching by Interpreters, they have 
prevented that loss of time which would have been occasioned by 
their remaining unemployed till they had mastered the native. 
tongues ; and their attempts have been owned of God. In some 
instances, their Pagan and Mahomedan Interpreters have been 
converted ;—feeling the saving power of those truths which they. 
were employed merely to transmit to others: and, imperfect as __ 
the mode of teaching by Interpreters must necessarily be, the 
Gospel, even thus inadequately announced, has proved to the 
hearers the power of God unto salvation. Some Priests of Budhu, 
and several Natives, both Mahomedans and Budhists, have been 
brought to know the living and true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
he hath sent; and the learaing, rank, and influence of some ot 
these Converts have given an impressiveness to their example, 
which has been very extensively felt. 

Necessity for Missions. 

Of the pressing necessity which existed and’still exists for Mis- 
sionary efforts at Ceylon, the most affecting evidence is afforded 
by evey communication from this quarter. 

The religion of Budhu, a form of Paganism which more exten: 
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sively enslaves the race of man than any other, being, with slight 
shades of difference, the superstition of two-thirds of the idolatrous 
inhabitants of the whole earth, is the prevailing religion of Ceylon. 
{n the midst of an immense number of gods, 30,000 of whose 
names they know, they are truly without God in the world. 
Their chief god, Mahabrachma, probably the traditional true God, 
they place in the highest of their twenty-six heavens, excluding 
him from all concern in human affairs, and refusing him all reli- 
gious worship whatever ; thus professing to know God, but glorify- 
img him not as God, and leaving themselves without excuse. 

With the worship of Budhu, of whom they have the most con- 
fused and contradictory accounts, they associate the worship of 
Devils, and erect their Dewalas, or Devils’ Houses, close to their 
temples. 

Their priests, though some of them are men of considerable 
erudition, are, in general, a body of artful impostors, who prey 
on the credulity ofthe people, and make a gain of their ignorance 
and vices. 

The infernal institution of caste, though not so rigorous as among 
the followers of Brahma, exists in a form which entails great mi- 
sery on the people ; and exhibits additional proof of that unfeel- 
ingness, which, in different degrees, characterizes every kind of 
Heathenism. Those of the lowest caste are in a state of the deep- 
est degradation: they live in the woods by themselves, and are 
never suffered to come near any town or village. 

Indolence, and vices of the most odious kinds, murder, incest, 
adultery, fornication, perjury, and falsehood, fill up the shades of 
this dark picture of society among the followers of Budhu in Cey- 
lon; nor can a more favourable view be presented of the moral 
condition of the othersects of idolaters; nor of the Mahomedans, 
who are mixed with the original inhabitants. 

The state of the Native Christians unhappily differs but little 
from that of the Heathen. ‘‘ As to the Catholics,” says Mr. 
Lynch, ‘‘ very few of them have a rational idea of God: some of 
them cannot tell who made the world or themselves ; and have no 
knowledge of that ever-adorable person called Jesus: and, of the 
thousands of Christians reported to be in the province of Jaffna, I 
am persuaded there are not 200 who know the principles of Chris- 
tianity, or wherein it differs from the religion of Budhu or Maho- 
med; I mean Native Protestants. The Dutch Protestants are 
professed Calvinists ; but very few of them know any thing about 
their religious principles ; and the Sabbath-day evenings are the 
usual seasons for their dances and balls of every kind.”’ 


Labours of the Missionaries. 


To counteract these evils, to raise the character of the Native 
Christians, and to communicate Christianity to the Pagan Inhabit- 
ants, the Missionaries are exerting themselves, in preaching, teach- 
ing schools, circulating Tracts, and disputing with the priests ; and 
in this they have the ardent and unwearied co-operation ef the 





a ee 





at Columbo and Calaany, in Ceylon. 73 


Clergy of the island, and other Missionaries. ‘Their itinerant la- 
bours appear to be greatly blessed. 

Mr. Clough writes : ‘* We spend our Sabbaths in Visiting the vil- 
lages from five to ten miles round Columbo, preaching to the peo- 
ple, and catechising the children by Interpreters. At present 
there are two Native Cingalese Preachers, (together with Mr. Ar- 
mour, who preaches also in Cingalese) who act in concert with us. 
We hold a preachers’ meeting at our house every Friday, to re- 
port the labours of the preceding Sunday, and to fix our stations 
for the following one. By this means we supply thirteen or four- 
téen villages with preaching every Sabbath-day ; and in some 
places we have 400 or 500 of the poor Natives, who regularly at- 
tend preaching.” 

At Calaany, one of the most sacred places of Budhu Idolatry, so 
great was the success of their preaching, that a subscription was 
commenced among the Natives to build a Church. Similar sub- 
scriptions for the erection of Churches have also been begun at 
other villages. The effects produced by these labours are already 
visible and extraordinary. In the same letter, Mr. Clough states, 
that ** In some villages a general reformation has taken place. A 
people who disregarded the Sabbath, and considered it as a com- 
mor day, have now the greatest reverence forit. Instead of buy- 
ing and selling, labouring, or going about taking pleasure, they 
crowd to hear the word of God preached ; and several of the vil- 
lages are as free from labour, trade, traffic, and noise, as most of 
the towns and villages in England. ‘These appearances may well, 
and indeed do, encourage us.” 

The attempt to revive the plan of religious instruction adopted 
by the Dutch ‘Government will also be read with interest. Mr. 
Clough writes: ‘* The whole of the British Dominions which they 
possessed before they conquered the kingdom of Candy is divided 
into regular parishes, and each parish has a Church, or what may 
be called a school, which serves both purposes. In the time of 
the Dutch, these Churches were in good repair ; and to each there 
were three Schoolmasters, and a Catechist-master. The School- 
masters taught the children to read ; the Catechist-master instruct- 
ed them in the Christian religion ; and then to every district there 
was a Native Preacher, who superintended the whole. But since 
the English took the Island, the Churches are gone to ruin; the 
Native Preachers aRF ALL DEAD, AND NONE PUT IN THEIR PLACES. 
Many of the Catechists, however, remain ; and, in all the parish- 
es, a regular supply of Schoolmasters has been kept up, who have 
built in some places temporary Churches, to instruct the boys in ; 
and we are now going to see if we cannot revive the whole system 
again. We lately visited nineteen of these desolated Churches, 
assembled large congregations, and preached to them. I shall vi- 
sit some of the Churches on the western coast. But I do assure 
you, [ cannot describe the ignorance and misery of those who are 
called Christians; THEY WAVE BEEN SO LONG WITHOUT AaN¥ KIND 
OF INSTRUCTION,” 














i4 Christian Worship ina Temple of Budhu. 


Such are the labours in which the Missionaries are engaged ;- 


and their success has not fallen below reasonable expectation: in 
some cases it has much exceeded it. The work of true religion 
has been revived in the hearts of many Europeans: many of the 
Native Christians have been convinced that the form of godliness 
alone will not avail them in the sight of God: an inquiry after 
truth has been excited among the idolatrous inhabitants ; a good 
work has even been begun in the hearts of a number of Mahome- 
dans in the north of the Island; and zealous Native Preachers 
have been raised up, both among them and the Priests of Budhu ; 
from whose example, acquaintance with the native languages, and 
zeal ior the cause of God, much good is to be expected. 

It appears a singular fact in the history of this Mission, that, 
from the inclination of the most eminent of the priests to colloqui- 
al disputation, and their patience in admitting the arguments in 
favour of Christianity to be fully stated and impressed on them, 
there.is considerable probability that many of them will embrace 
the truth of God. ‘On the 5th of February,” says Mr. Clough, 
‘¢ Mr. Harvard and I went to one of their chief temples, where 
there are fifteen priests. We stayed and argued with them from 
morning till late in the afternoon. The chief priest is a most 
learned man, and it is astonishing how acutely he can argue. We 
have reasoned with him some hundreds of hours; and we received 
a letter from him the other day, from Columbo, where he is on a 
visit, to say he wished to have some VERY PRIVATE conversation 
with us, for he began to be convinced that the Christian Religion 
was the true one. If he be converted, it will be a wonderful 
thing, as half of the priests and temples in the Island are under his 
control. The above temple, where the fifteen priests remain, is 
his head quarters. On THURSDAY MORNING WE ARE GOING TO 
PREACH IN THE SAME TEMPLE’; Which I believe will be such a 
thing as was never known in this country before. We expect it 
will be like an earthquake among the people, to hear that the Mis- 
sionaries are preaching in the most celebrated temple in the Island. 
One of the idols in this temple is twenty-six feet iong.”’ 

A number of still mere interesting particulars, relative to the 
effects produced on the minds of the Priests of Budhu by the minis- 
try of the Missionaries, are contained in the following extract of 
a letter from Mr. Clough to Pr, Clarke, dated January 8, 1816. 

‘‘ The priest that wrote the poem, (a poem written in Cingalese, 
and sent by Mr, Clough to Dr. Clarke,) is becoming rather a ce- 
lebrated person asa Christian. In some of our late preaching ex- 
cursions, we have taken him round the country with us, when he 
addressed large companies of people, from 800 to 1000 at a time, 
in the most lively and eloquent manner ; and his character as a 
priest was so well known before bis conversion, that wherever he 
comes, the people recognize him, and it is most charming to see the 
effects produced by his public speeches. The priests from almost 
every part of the country come to attack him, and contend the 
matter with him: some kVEN OUT OF THE INTERIOR, who knew 
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him, and. had:heard of his conversion. Great numbers of the sus 
perior order of priests are deeply convinced of the truth of Chris- 
tianity. But, poor creatures! as soon as they throw off their 
priestly robes, if they are as rich as Solomon, they. lose all, and 
have nothing to support them. . It is our daily. prayer, that God 
may provide an asylum for such characters, until the time .come 
when the inhabitants will support them as Christian Ministers. 

‘* We have, at this time, a fine youth, who had been studying 
many years for the priesthood, Living wITii US AS A SERVANT, 
who was so anxious to become a Christian, that he was willing to 
forsake his prospects as a priest, and become a servant to us. The 
circumstances which led to his conversion were rather singular. 
One day, Mr. Twistleton took Mr. Harvard and me to a village, 
about twelve miles from Columbo, to preach to the inhabitants, 
When we were about to return home, this young priest, with seve- 
ral others and their tutor, came up, all elegantly dressed in their 
priestly robes. ‘They had been at a great feast, (7. e. idol-wor- 
ship,) and were returning home. When Mr. T. saw them, he 
called out, ‘ Mr. Clough, there are some of your friend’ coming : 
go and speak to them.’ I went, and commenced a conversation 
with the tutor; but he was so completely embarrassed, and unable 
to defend the essentials of his system, that the youths were struck, 
and began to reason with him themselves, after we had left them ; 
and, notwithstanding all he could say, he could not satisfy the 
young man in question: so he forsook him and came to us, and 
would not leave us. We told him our situation as Missionaries ; 
but rather than be would go back to his former mode of life, he 
threw off his robes, and BECAME A SERVANT 10 Us! ! 

‘* Since the above, another young priest has laid aside his robes ; 
and Mr. Twistleton, whose generous soul is always ready to do 
any thing for the good of the cause of Christ, has kindly offered to 
allow hima small sum monthly, just enough to keep body and 
soul together, until he be qualified to act as a Christian Schoolmas- 
ter, or Catechist-master, when he will receive a small allowance 
from Government ; but never any thing equal to what his situation 
as a priest would afford him.’ 

The earnest calls of the Brethren in Cey lon, wearing themselves 
out with excessive labours, for additional help, and the encourag- 
ing prospects of usefulness in that Island, and other parts of the 
east, induced the last Conference to appoint four additional Mis- 
sionaries to Asia, who sailed jn December last. Mr. M‘Kenny, 
from the Cape, had previously sailed for Ceylon: and Mr. Horner 
has since sailed for Bombay. Qn the arrival of the Brethren at 
Ceylon, Mr. Harvard was to proceed to Madras. Four others are 
also under designation to the same quarter of the globe. 

+o 


Speech of W. Chamberlayne, Esq. at a late meeting of the Scuth- 
ampton Branch Bible Society, England. 

Mr. Chamberlayne began with strongly expressing his attach- 

ment to the simple principle of the Society, as circulating the Holy 
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Scriptures without note or comment. He considered a principle 
by which the Scripture is delivered to the public in all its pure, 
genuine, and majestic simplicity, as worthy of most unqualified 
praise. If he stood in need of any authority for taking this par- 
ticular view of the subject, he would profess that his own mind 
had been more influenced and confirmed by the well-known senti- 
ment of Chillingworth, than by any other human authority what- 
ever. He considered that, under the influence of comments, it too 
frequently happens, that the judgment becomes perplexed instead 
of enlightened ; and that they are very often calculated to silence 
rather than satisfy the humble inquirer. He knew that, to this 
mode of viewing the subject, a sort of plausible objection was set 
up, in the assertion that there were difficulties in the study of the 
word of God, which none but an enlightened mind and superior 
understanding could overcome. He did not deny that difficulties 
existed, such as the *‘ Jews” had viewed “ as a stumbling block’’ 
and the ‘‘ Greeks as foolishness.” But he felt himself perfectly 
satisfied on this head, from the consideration that these difficulties 
do not touch our duties, nor affect the promised rewards of future 
happiness to them who faithfully discharge these duties. ‘+ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and soul, and mind 
and strength, and thy neighbour as thyself,’ he considered as an 
injunction perfectly intelligible to the meanest understanding ; and 
yet, from the same authority that delivered these two Command- 
ments, we know that ‘‘ on them hang al] the law and the prophets.” 
And even with regard to admitted difficulties, he viewed them as 
propounded by Ged himself ; as placed in the depth of his wisdom, 
beneath the dark shadow of his throne ; and unhallowed would be 
the hand that should draw aside the veil from those mysteries, 
which angels desire to look into. A Prelate of our own Church, 
however, he understood, had strongly objected to the circulation of 
the Bible, and had firmly stated these objections to be valid. — 
As to their validity, however, at present he must avow himself a 
complete skeptic : for, though he had indeed heard of objections, 
he had heard of them as of ghosts, of which every body has heard, 
and which nobody has seen. He had heard too of the objections 
of Dr. Poynter, the Pope’s Vicar Apostolic in the Metropolis ; ob- 
jections which even went to the length of altogether excludin 

from the benefits of revealed religion every individual who 
did not receive his instructions on that subject from a Catholic 
Priest : objections, which would rather leave the destitute children 
of the poor to perish in complete and utter and irrecoverable ig- 
norance, than permit them to read even those parts of the New 
Testament, in a Roman Catholic version, which teach moral duties 
alone. He had heard of such statements with horror, as of an at- 
tempt to blot the sun out of heaven, and to poison or dry up the 
very fountain of living waters. But he was happy that such was 
not universally the disposition among all Priests of the Catholic 


persuasion ; as he perceived with pleasure from the Reports of 


the Parent Society, that, on the Continent, some of them have ever 
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aided its progress. Deplorable indeed did he consider to be the 
state of the human mind, unblest with the advantage of those hopes 
and consolations which the. Holy Scriptures afford ;_ deplorable 
even in thé midst of the most favourable external, circumstances, 
of rank, affluence, power, and accomplishments. Such a state of 
mind he instanced from the memorable confession of the late cele- 
brated Earl of Chesterfield ; who, having entirely excluded the 
Bible from a system of education which he had arranged for his 
son, had confessed at the close of his life, that all the gratifications 
of the past had been insipid, that all his present feelings were 
those of weariness and disgust, and that all his future prospects 
were cheerless. Unenviable indeed was such a situation to be 
considered, and beyond expression wretched, when contrasted 
with the hopes and prospects of the humblest and poorest indivi- 
dual, who knew the value of the word of God, 


‘« And in that charter read, with sparkling eyes, 
‘¢ His title to a treasure in the skies. 


Placed as man is amidst the wonders of creation, he considered 
that it could not but be, that his mind should rise from nature up» 
ward to the God of Nature : but, when he had felt his situation in 
the midst of infirmity, and had exclaimed, ‘“* Whither shall 1 go 
from thy spirit, and whither shall I flee from thy presence,” the 
next aspiration of the heart, the next prayer of the soul would be, 
‘‘Oh teach me thy Statutes!’’ It was the province then, of this 
Society, to circulate these Scriptures. To attempt to panegy rize 
them would be as fruitless as to attempt to gild the refined gold, or 
to add sweetness to the perfume of the violet: for omnipotence 
could not be exalted, infinity could not be expanded, perfection 
could not be improved. ‘To circulate! these statutes and ordinan- 
ces, and to rejoice in the progress of their circulation, was the in- 
tention of this day’s assembly. Our other charities, great and glo- 
tious as they were, he considered as sinking into insignificance, 
when contrasted with this: as comparatively “ sounding brass and 
tinkling cymbals.” The first great want of man, after his animal 
wants have been supplied, is religious instruction. Open the book 
of God to the eyes of the people, unfold the sacred volume, and you 
yourselves become the weak, yet effectual instruments, of commu- 
nicating the means of present grace and the hope of future glory.— 
Shut that volume, and you take away all that is estimable and dig- 
nified in life, and ail that in death can afford consolation. 

2+ 
REFLECTIONS | 
Of Dr. Doddridge on the death ‘of his eldest daughter, who lived long 
enough to give him very agreeable hopes as to her pious dispo- 
sition. 

‘* [have been preaching from those words, Is it well with the 
child? And she answered, it is well. But surely, there never was 
any dispensation of providence, ia which I found it so difficult to 
say it. Indeed some hard thoughts of God were ready to arise ; 
and the apprehension of his displeasure against me broyght my 
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mind into a painful situation. But it pleased God to quiet it, and 
lead me toa silent, cordial submission to his will. I see that I 
doted too much upor her ; my’ heart was opened to her witha fond 
flattering delight. And now, O my soul, one of thy earthly delights 
is gone Seek thygreatest delight in heaven, where I trust my child 
is; where lam sure my Saviour is ; and where I trust, through grace, 
notwithstanding some irregularities of heart on this occasion, I shall 
shortly be. This circumstance, I must record, that I recollected 
this day, at the Lord’s Table, that | had some time ago taken the 
cup at that ordinance with these words, * Lord, I take this cup as 
a public, solemn token, that, having received so inestimable a 
blessing as this, I will refuse no other cup, which thou shalt put 
into my hands.” Imentioned this again to-day, and publicly 
charged the thought on myself, and christian friends who were 
present. God hath taken me at my word, but I do not retract it. 
{ repeat it again with regard to every future cup. Much sweetness 
is mingled with this bitter potion, chiefly in the views and hopes 
of the eternal world. May not this be the beauty of this provi- 
dence, that instead of her living many years upon earth, God may 
have taken her away, that I may be better fitted for, and reconciled 
to, my own dissolution, perhaps nearly approaching ? Lord, thy 
will be done! may my life be used for thy service, while it is con- 
tinued, and,then, put thou a period to it, whenever thou pleasest.”’ 
The next evening after the funeral, he adds, ‘* I have now been 
laying the delight of my eyes in the dust, and it is for ever hid 
from. them. We had a suitable sermon from those words, Dost 
thou well to be angry for the gourd ? God knows, that I am not 
angry; but sorrowful he surely allows me tobe. Blessed Lord, 
I trust thou hast received my child, and pardoned the infirmities of 
her short, childish, afflicted life. I love those, who were kind te 
her, and those that weep with me for her: shall 1 not much more 
love thee, who art at this moment taking care of her, and 
opening her infant faculties for the business and blessedness of hea- 
ven! Lord, | would consider myself as a dying creature. My 
first born is laid in the dust; I shall shortly follow her, and we 
shall lie down together. But, O, how much pleasure doth it give 
me to hope, that my soul will rest with her, and rejoice in her 
forever! But..let.me not center my thoughts here: it is a rest 
mith, and in, God, that is my ultimate hope. Lord, may thy 
grace secure it to me; and in the mean time give me a holy ac- 
quiescence of soul in thee; and now my gourd is withered, shelter 
me under the shadow of thy wings.” 

Thus did this good man observe the hand of God in all the af- 
flictive events, in which he was concerned ; and so careful was he 
to improve every such occurrence, in order to strengthen his sub- 
mission to the divine will, to weaken his attachment to the world, 
and to inerease his value for the supports and consolations of re- 
ligion. And bow happy an efiect this had to render his trials 
easy, and to make them subservient to his spiritual improvement, 
will be easily imagined by every pious reader.” 
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By an obliging ebrrespondent in Liverpool; we are favourcd with some late and interesting intel 
ligence respeeting the exertions making in Russia to spread the Werd of Lite throughout the 
vast regionsof that empire. We have room in this Number only for the following extract of 
a letter from the Rev. FE, Henderson. 


My dear Brother, St. Petersburgh, December 11-23, 1816, 


IT is now very long since we wrote to one another, owing, | be- 
lieve, to the same cause, the expectation of our communicating our 
mutual details at your comfortable fire-side, which expectation, 
however, for reasons best known to inhnite wisdom, has been ens 
tirely frustrated. The state of our dear brother Paterson’s health, 
though the ostensible, cannot be looked upon as the real cause of 
my coming to this country, for 1 am happy to say, tbhat-he is by no 
means so ill as was represented. The pressure of business has, 
indeed, especially of late, somewhat reduced him; but he is 
again recruiting, and hopes to be able by the beginning of Febru- 
ary to undertake a journey to Sweden, which Ll have no doubt 
will, by the Divine blessing, effect his complete recovery. Our 
Heavenly Father must, therefore, have had some ulterior end in 
view, in directing my steps to this place; and itis my duty to 
wait with humble patience and docility of mind, till he be pleased 
to make known unto me his holy will. In the mean time, there is 
no occasion for me to sit idle. Here is ample: employment for 
many labourers in the Bible vineyard. With amazement you 
have contemplated the exertions of the Russian Bible Society in its 
dawn; you have watched its progress with a growing interesty; 
and regarded the accumulation of its. energies as one of the most 
surprising moral phenomena of the age : but these are mere inci+ 
pient successes.. Nothing may yet be said to have been achieved 
in comparison with what remains:to be accomplished. Within thé 
short space of four years, it is true, the Society -here has printed 
the Scriptures, in whole or in part, ino less than sixteen diferent 
languages ; yet it has been ascertained, that the languages and di- 
alects used in this immense empire, constitute nearly an eighth 
part of those spoken on the face of the globe. | Now, granting that 
some of these dialects approximate so nearly to each, other as to 
be mutually understood by different tribes, and that others are 
current among a population. so scanty as to render it advisable 
rather to teach them to peruse the. book of revelatien\in another 
language, than be at the trouble and expense of translating it into 
their vernacular tongue,—what anumber still remain in which the 
glad tidings of saving mercy have never been sounded! How 
great the aggregate of human beings under the Russian sceptre, 
whose minds have never been iJlumined with the light of the di- 
vine glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ! The time, however, 
the set time, appears to be come, when the true light shall sbine 
on those that dwell in the land of the shadow of death sand all 
these shall gather themselves together and flow as one stream into 
the church of the living God, to learn his ways and walk in his 
paths, showing forth the praises of Him who called them out of 
darkness into his marvellous light With vou I had rejoiced to 
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hear, from time to time, of the spirit which animated, and the pros~ 
perity which attended the exertions of the Russian Bible Commit- 
tee ; but now that I have seen with my eyes what is going on 
here, and the manner in which the business is conducted, I must 
acknowledge, ‘ the half hath not been told me.”” Here are men 
who view the Bible cause, I was going to say, in all the magnitude 
of its importance, but that is impossible ; it is unattainable by the 
mightiest mind, either of man or angel ; but they consider it as one 
of the most momentous subjects that can possibly claim their at- 
tention; and they act accordingly. Yet, joyful as it is on the one 
hand, it is grievous on the other, to think that with their utmost 
exertions, they cannot keep pace with the growing demands which 
are daily pouring in upon them from every quarter. 

The call for the Sclavonian Scriptures is loud and urgent. When 
it was recently intimated that 500 copies were to be sold, the re- 
pository was almost stormed ; and the whole number went off im- 
mediately. Not amazl leaves Petersburgh without carrying along 
with it some copies of the word of God; and few return without 
letters of thanks, fresh orders, or the pleasing information of the es- 
tablishment of new Societies. We wait with the most impatient 
anxiety for the appearance of the brightest gem in the imperial 
crown of Alexander, the translation of the glorious gospel into mo- 
dern Russian. ‘Through this medium it will be rendered accessi- 
ble to upwards of thirty-four millions of our fellow men. The 
translation is going forward. Pray that the Holy Spirit, under 
whose infallible inspiration the Sacred Writings were originally 
composed, may rest in an abundant measure upon the translators, 
that they may be enabled to give to their countrymen a luminous 
and faithful exhibition of the revealed will of God. The accounts 
from the Crimea are extremely encouraging. Jews, Mahomedans, 
and Pagans, seem prepared to receive the gospel. . Mr. Paterson, 
of Karass, has been there this summer, and has had: many oppor- 
tunities of distributing the Turkish Tartar New Testaments. 
Imans, Effendi, and Mallahs, have received copies with much ap- 
parent gratitude and joy. 

Let us bless the Lord for these tokens for good, and let us per- 
severe in prayer and faith, and we shall yet see greater things 
than these. Surely these are glorious days in which we are pri- 
vileged to live ; and yet this is only the earnest and first fruit of 
the latter day glory. Let me hear from you soon, and do not 
forget to send me a budget of news. 


ANNIVERSARIES OF BIBLE SOCIETIES. 

The N. Y. Female Auziliary B. S. held its Anniversary Meeting on 
Wednesday, the 25th inst. in the Assembly Room of the City Hotel; when 
the annual Report was read, and an eloquent address was delivered by the 
Rev. Dr. Romeyn. We expect to have it in our power to insert the Report. 
in our next number. 

THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING oF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
will take place, agreeably to the Constitution, on the second Thursday* (be- 
ing the 8th day) of May next. 








© Our readers Wili please to correcta mistaxe in the first Volume of Uils Vublicauon, page 117, 
ne 16. Instead of T'uesday, vead Thursdag 


